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CWSAN & COSTA
Rural Community Development
Covid-19 Support Service
To keep fully up-to-date with the latest Funding Bulletins,
Grants, Advice, Guidance, Information go to our

Coronavirus / COVID-19 Emergency Response Pages:
www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org or www.cwsan.org
If you require any support or assistance
Tel: COSTA 028 855 56880 or CWSAN 073 843 56676
Email COSTA: info.costa@btconnect.com
CWSAN: info@cwsan.org
As your Local Rural Support Networks we continue to
support our local communities and groups in
Mid Ulster District as much as possible.

COSTA is funded by
Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA) through DAERA’s Rural Community Development Support Service (RCDSS)
Tackling Rural Poverty & Social Isolation Programme and Mid Ulster District Council
The European Union’s PEACE IV Programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB)
Registered Company in Northern Ireland No: NI 42832

Registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC101598

ISO 9001:2015 Cert: FS 592437

CWSAN / COSTA (Covid-19 Response)
Here for our local
Communities, Volunteers and Groups
To date CWSAN and COSTA have funded and supported
over 30 local Community Groups with our
Covid-19 Small Grant Scheme.
Grants of up to £150.00 have gone out right across the Mid Ulster
District Council area to help groups purchase items such as fuel
for volunteers, sanitizer and personal protective equipment.
The scheme is aimed primarily at very small un-constituted and
constituted groups who are working to support those in isolation
in the community, in particular vulnerable people, people in
poverty and older people.

If there is someone you are concerned about or who could
do with some help, information or assistance:
Tel: CWSAN 073 843 56676 info@cwsan.org
Tel: COSTA 028 855 56880
info.costa@btconnect.com
www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org or www.cwsan.org

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CSR TRAINING UPDATE
Please find below the latest information regarding CSR from Jonathan Caughey, CSR
Manager: “Given the extension to the lockdown, the previous information I shared
relating to CSR remains in place:
https://www.cefni.co.uk/news/covid-19-impact-on-csr-cards
The extension of the grace period for supervisor/manager and plant renewals can be
extended and the general message is that we will not be looking to penalise people in
this situation who have not been able to renew these cards due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
The CEF issued the following guidance yesterday and the while essential construction
work can continue when safe to do so, the focus is on using the period of lockdown to
prepare for new ways of working safely when the return to work is permitted.
https://www.cefni.co.uk/news/important-update-on-site-safety”
Coalisland Training Services Ltd
51 Dungannon Road, Coalisland, Co. Tyrone, BT71 4HP.
T: 028 8774 8512 F: 028 8774 8695
www.coalislandtrainingservices.co.uk

Residents can now access community support near them with the click
of a button, via Mid Ulster District Council's new interactive online map
and community response hub.
The online hub provides details of the many local groups and
organisations offering help including community groups, food banks,
pharmacies delivering prescriptions and local shops offering food
delivery services.
To access the community response hub please visit: https://mid-ulstercouncil-covid-19-response-midulster.hub.….
To read more about this new resource visit: https://bit.ly/2y2UO9G.

It's sometimes hard if you're a
business to keep up with all the
new support, advice and funding
offered in these challenging times.
You can make sure you don’t miss
any future business support
opportunities, webinars or funding news by signing up now to the Mid
Ulster Business Directory by completing the online form at
www.midulstercouncil.org/business
You’ll receive a regular ezine direct to your inbox from the Council’s
Business Team about any new support on offer. Businesses and
Charities can sign-up and be included on the On-line Directory.

🔥URGENT🔥
The Food Parcel scheme operated by Mid Ulster Council is approaching its
closing point for new applications. If you are in need of a food parcel or you know
someone who is and if you / they fit the below criteria, please make your
application to the Council before it’s too late.
The Community Response Foodbank will continue to accept requests from
anyone in the Coalisland and surrounding areas who are in hardship and need our
assistance.
Email:
Oliver.morgan@midulstercouncil.org
or
AnneMarie.Campbell@midulstercouncil.org

Help Lines NI Website fully updated for Covid-19
https://helplinesni.com

In This Together Project Rural communities,
Rural connections
We all know the impact Coronavirus has had on our communities, every single
individual and family throughout the country. This project has been developed to
try and showcase that even though we are all facing adversity and unprecedented
times, community practitioners, community workers, volunteers and individuals
are continuing to play a positive role. This shows true resilience and determination
to help others.
Therefore we aim to showcase how relationships have developed during this
pandemic. We want to explore areas and communities where relations have
potentially developed for the better, during lockdown and how adversity has
brought communities together even in a small way. We also want to showcase the
best of rural communities and how individual and collective action has helped
others, using storytelling as a method for collecting stories at this time.
Over the next few months, whilst this pandemic continues, we will be posting
videos and short stories from individuals working in the community either, paid or
voluntary and hear from them first-hand about how we are “In this Together”.
These videos will also be available on all our social media outlets so watch this
space.
If you would like to be involved please contact Charmain on 028 8676 6670
or email charmain@ruralcommunitynetwork.org

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE REMOTE SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETING SERVICE
A free remote interpreting service for British Sign Language (BSL) and Irish Sign Language (ISL)
users in Northern Ireland has been introduced to provide the Deaf community with access to:
-19 advice line) and
-19 pandemic.
This temporary service is provided by Interpreter Now and is funded by the Department of
Health and the Department for Communities.
To contact NHS111, visit: www.interpreternow.co.uk/nhs111ni
This part of the service is a Video Relay System that enables Deaf people to telephone NHS111
via a remote BSL or ISL interpreter.
How it works: The Deaf person contacts the interpreter via the Interpreter Now app, using their
smartphone or tablet, or via the secure video link using a computer. Once they are connected,
the interpreter telephones NHS111 on the Deaf person’s behalf.
To contact all other Health and Social Care services including your local GP, visit:
www.interpreternow.co.uk/hscni
It can be used to contact:
GP Out of Hours Services
– e.g. a dentist, optician, optometrist, community pharmacy, etc.
– e.g. a social work team, day centre, residential or nursing home
(including independent / private care facilities commissioned by HSC), etc.
0808 802 0020
This part of the service includes two elements:
A Video Relay System: This enables Deaf people to telephone a Health and Social Care service
provider via a remote BSL or ISL interpreter.
How it works: The Deaf person, the interpreter, and the Health and Social Care service provider
can all be in different locations. The Deaf person contacts the interpreter via the Interpreter Now
app, using their smartphone or tablet, or via the secure video link using a computer. Once they
are connected, the interpreter telephones the Health and Social Care service provider on the
Deaf person’s behalf.
Video Remote Interpreting: This enables Deaf people to communicate with a Health and Social
Care professional in person, via an online BSL or ISL video interpreter.
How it works: The Deaf person and the Health and Social Care service provider are together in
the same location, while the interpreter is online via secure video link on a screen (e.g. a tablet,
smart phone, or computer).
To ensure immediate access to telephone services at this time the Video Relay System will be
introduced first. In the coming weeks, we will also wish to make contact with key staff and
service leads across Health and Social Care organisations, such as IT departments / services,
communications and Equality departments, to set up the Video Remote Interpreting service.
Staff from the Health and Social Care Board will make contact with those teams in due course to
take this forward.

Community Development and Health Network

Thank you to all who
have already signed
up!
FAQs
for
the
Community Support
for
Community
Pharmacy Scheme
are available here
Community Development
and Health Network
30a Mill Street
Newry BT34 1EY
T: 028 3026 4606

Over the next week Addiction
NI will be sharing advice on
gambling
lockdown.

whilst

being

in

Due to the coronavirus
outbreak, we have been
relying more on our digital
devices to get through the
day- But one thing that has
been
criticised
by
the
government and charities is the increase in online gambling
advertisements.
Gambling can affect any one of us. What starts as harmless fun and a
much-needed distraction, in this current time, can soon become an
unhealthy need, which can lead to serious consequences. Follow the
link for more advice: www.changeyourmindni.org/…/…/gamblingadvice-during-covid-19

A free information book
explaining the coronavirus to children

Axel Scheffler has illustrated a digital book for primary school age children, free for anyone
to read on screen or print out, about the coronavirus and the measures taken to control it.
Published by Nosy Crow, and written by staff within the company, the book has had expert
input: Professor Graham Medley of the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine acted
as a consultant, and the company also had advice from two head teachers and a child
psychologist.
The book answers key questions in simple language appropriate for 5 to 9 year olds:
• What is the coronavirus?
• How do you catch the coronavirus?
• What happens if you catch the coronavirus?
• Why are people worried about catching the coronavirus?
• Is there a cure for the coronavirus?
• Why are some places we normally go to closed?
• What can I do to help?
• What’s going to happen next?
We want to make sure that this book is accessible to every child and family and so the book
is offered totally free of charge to anyone who wants to read it. However, we have
suggested, at the back of the book, that families might make a donation to help our health

You can download a copy of the book here

https://www.lovethegarden.com/uk-en/article/propagate-new-plantsfree?fbclid=IwAR28jKdKtw3rY3IvvjC7awRqMGg2uUfZvRXT0oviXt05BZD8ISuukJpLCwA

https://www.beebombs.com/?fbclid=IwAR134njMsB5JS5Nb37j1AwFrc
MUWSI2aw7NxAwwQw8VoRh5Jw5kFVGRVNmg

Download here:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activityworksheets/

Action for Children
Website of free resources
to help with Children
during lockdown

https://www.parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/covid-19-advicesupport?_ga=2.94883612.108368437.1587461564-496964632.1546948912

Mid Ulster District Council
COVID - 19 Local Community Support
As more people become affected by COVID-19, many local organisations are
offering help and support for local communities.
Please note that these services are intended to support the most vulnerable in our community,
including those who are at risk or self-isolating. If you are able to do your own shopping, please do so,
observing the latest advice about the frequency of shopping and the need to maintain social-distancing.

A regularly updated List of local Support Organisations at:
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirusadvice-and-information/local-community-support
If you'd like to add your organisation's details, please let us know by
emailing communications@midulstercouncil.org

Mid-Ulster Corona Virus Community Support Network
Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134331674680698/?ref=group_header

Information for the Public and Residents can be found at:
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirusadvice-and-information

COVID-19 Counselling and Advice Services:
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-andinformation/covid19-community-help/covid-19-counselling-and-advice-services

COVID-19 Food Box Scheme & Food Banks can be found at:
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirusadvice-and-information/covid-19-food-banks

COVID-19 Advice & Support for Businesses can be found at:
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirusadvice-and-information/coronavirus-business-advice-and-support

COVID-19 Consumer Advice:
Click here for Advice for NI consumers who may be affected by the Coronavirus
outbreak.

A regularly updated List of local Support
Organisations to assist people in the Mid Ulster area is
available on the MUD Council website at:
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/healthwellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information/local-communitysupport
__________________________________________________________________________________

A new Face Book page has been set up to assist
people in the Mid-Ulster community response to Covid-19:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/134331674680698/?ref=group_header
__________________________________________________________________________________

As part of our on-going support package for the voluntary and
community sector, we have opened an emergency grant programme
for the organisations which are responding to the COVID-19 pandemic
in their local communities.
The programme offers financial support to assist constituted groups
which are working in their local communities to:
➡Deliver food and essential items
➡Link to pharmacies to deliver prescriptions
➡Other emergency crisis community support.
If your group would benefit from funding support, please visit:
www.midulstercouncil.org/emergencyfundcovid19 to download the
application form and contact details.

There are many job opportunities
out there at present with many employers
urgently seeking workers
https://www.jobcentreonline.com/JCOLFront/Home.aspx

NI Direct has a very
comprehensive website for all
NI Government Services and
information:
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

Area-Based Schemes Services Update
Do I still need to submit a Single application Form (SAF) this year?
Yes. You should submit your SAF as soon as possible to ensure that
payments can be made from 16 October 2020.
Will the closing date for submitting the Single Application Form (SAF)
be extended because of Covid-19?
No. The closing date for submitting a SAF remains 15 May 2020.
However, the period for when famers can amend claims without
penalty has been extended from the 31 May to 9 June 2020.
Amendments made after 09 June may result in penalties being
applied.
Why has the closing date not been extended in Northern Ireland?
Northern Ireland is the only region of the United Kingdom to make direct
payments in October each year. We are keen to ensure that this will
continue this year. Delaying the Single Application submission deadline
beyond the 15 May would make this very difficult and would result in a
delay in your payment. We are taking whatever measures we can to
avoid this happening.
Your local offices are closed. I am following the government’s advice on
self-isolating and social distancing and as result I can’t visit my form
filler to sort out my form. What should I do?
We are aware that some farmers may well be self-isolating or social
distancing. That is the proper thing to do.
DAERA staff are available now to assist in the completion of
applications. The Single Application Advisory Team service is
currently operational.
If you require assistance please get in touch by telephone on
0300 200 7848 or via email to areabasedschemes@daera-ni.gov.uk

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
Check on elderly or vulnerable
rural neighbours who are
#selfisolating
during
#coronvirus
#covid19
emergency – a phone call or
text means a lot.
Planning to go out to a forest or country park this weekend for
exercise?
🚶 Take your exercise locally
🚶 Only visit parks within
walking distance of your
home.
🚶 Practice Social distancing
🚶 Don’t meet up with anyone
outside your own household.

Always Farm
SAFE!
STAY ON YOUR
FARM
The latest advice for DAERA stakeholders can be found at
www.daera-ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/daera-and-covid-19
#covid19 #coronavirus and @nidirect
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19

Kind regards and stay safe everyone ; )

