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Coronavirus Community Emergency Funds 
Mid Ulster Area 

 
 
CWSAN and COSTA Covid-19 Small Grant Scheme  
CWSAN and COSTA Rural Support Networks are offering a small grant of up to £150 
towards fuel and or PPE if you are a small group supporting isolated individuals in either 
small rural areas or Villages within Mid Ulster District. 
This is for communities (un-constituted and constituted small groups only) who are working 
to support those in isolation in community, in particular vulnerable people, people in poverty 
and older people. You can apply for Safety Equipment such as Soaps, Sanitizers, Face 
Masks, Bottled water and it can also be used to pay fuel for your volunteers. It cannot be 
used for any other expenditure.    
Contact Conor Corr by email: mhealthproject@cwsan.org  
 
NOTE: CWSAN and COSTA staff are also available to advise on other funding 
packages and grants as they become available.  
Conor Corr: mhealthproject@cwsan.org   
Loraine Griffin @ COSTA: info.costa@btconnect.com  
 
 

Grants and Information will be regularly updated and available on Websites: 
www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org and www.cwsan.org  
 

 

Link to NICVA’s Funding information Page: https://www.nicva.org/article/new-covid-19-funds-from-
trusts-foundations?utm_source=eNews+weekly+bulletin&utm_campaign=bd0c5cad9a-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_11_01_26_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e66
7-bd0c5cad9a-313469993  

 
Covid 19 - Discretionary Support Form   (INDIVIDUALS) 
To help support people during the COVID-19 pandemic the Department for 
Communities has put in place a non-repayable GRANT payment to assist with short-
term living expenses where a person, or a member of their immediate family, has 
been infected by COVID-19 or told to self-isolate.  
To apply for the grant you can fill in the claim form here through the below link.  
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/publications/discretionary-support-form 
 
 
Martin Lewis – (Money Saving Expert) Advice on Corona Virus  (INDIVIDUALS) 
The coronavirus pandemic has already fundamentally changed the way we live.  It's an 
anxious and upsetting time, and while the primary concern is health, our financial wellbeing 
is also important.  Many are worrying about paying their mortgages, rent and other bills. This 
guide runs through help for financial products and other bills. 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/  

mailto:mhealthproject@cwsan.org
mailto:mhealthproject@cwsan.org
mailto:info.costa@btconnect.com
http://www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org/
http://www.cwsan.org/
https://www.nicva.org/article/new-covid-19-funds-from-trusts-foundations?utm_source=eNews+weekly+bulletin&utm_campaign=bd0c5cad9a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_11_01_26_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-bd0c5cad9a-313469993
https://www.nicva.org/article/new-covid-19-funds-from-trusts-foundations?utm_source=eNews+weekly+bulletin&utm_campaign=bd0c5cad9a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_11_01_26_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-bd0c5cad9a-313469993
https://www.nicva.org/article/new-covid-19-funds-from-trusts-foundations?utm_source=eNews+weekly+bulletin&utm_campaign=bd0c5cad9a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_11_01_26_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-bd0c5cad9a-313469993
https://www.nicva.org/article/new-covid-19-funds-from-trusts-foundations?utm_source=eNews+weekly+bulletin&utm_campaign=bd0c5cad9a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_11_01_26_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f6979e667-bd0c5cad9a-313469993
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/publications/discretionary-support-form
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
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MUDC Council - Emergency Community Support Fund  
 

As part of an on-going support package for the voluntary and community sector, MUD 
Council has opened an emergency grant programme for those organisations which are 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic in their local communities. 
The programme offers financial support to assist constituted groups which are working in 
their local communities to: 
 

 Deliver food and essential items 
 Link to pharmacies to deliver prescriptions 
 Other emergency crisis community support 

 
If you feel your group would benefit from funding support, please contact one of the 
members of our staff or complete the short grant application form. 
 

Contact us: Paula Kelly paula.kelly@midulstercouncil.org 
Sean Henry sean.henry@midulstercouncil.org 
 

MUD Council - Other useful pages 

  COVID-19: Advice And Information 
o  Emergency Community Support Fund 

o  Local Community Support 

o  Counselling and Advice Services 

o  Food Box Scheme and Food Banks 

o  Business Advice and Support 

o  Mental Health and Wellbeing 

  Fuel Stamps 
  Energy Efficiency Scheme 
  Home Safety Scheme 
  Make A Change 
  Blind Cord Safety 
  Community Life Saving 
  Mid Ulster Macmillan Move More 
  PARS Scheme 
  Affordable Warmth 
  Mental Health Support Services 

Sign up to MUD Council mailing list to hear about news and events in the local area!   
You can change your mind at any time by unsubscribing in any email you receive, or by 

contacting us at communications@midulstercouncil.org 

 

https://www.midulstercouncil.org/news/mid-ulster-district-council-agrees-%C2%A3400k-covid-19
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/getmedia/1afea073-931d-4a98-8b5c-5a714259770f/(F)-MUDC-C19-Emergency-Resposne-Fund.docx.aspx
mailto:paula.kelly@midulstercouncil.org
mailto:sean.henry@midulstercouncil.org
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/emergencyfundcovid19
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information/local-community-support
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information/covid-19-counselling-and-advice-services
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information/covid-19-food-banks
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information/coronavirus-business-advice-and-support
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/coronavirus-advice-and-information/mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/fuel-stamp-saving-scheme
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/energy-advisory-scheme
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/home-safety
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/make-a-change
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/blind-cord-safety
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/community-life-saving
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/mid-ulster-macmillan-move-more
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/pars-scheme
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/affordable-warmth
https://www.midulstercouncil.org/resident/health-wellbeing/mental-health-support-services
mailto:communications@midulstercouncil.org
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Food for Life Get Togethers: EMERGENCY COVID-19 SMALL GRANTS  
 
Whilst Food For Life Get Togethers community small grants offer is paused, our programme 
has made available Emergency COVID-19 small grant fund to assist with community led 
responses that are centred around food, growing & social isolation responses. We are 
seeking applications to the value of £1,000.  
To enable us to get this money into our communities where it is needed quickly, the 
turnaround time for applications is short.   
  
At this time we have 12 grants available in Northern Ireland (location conditions apply) 
Dependant on the number of applications we could potentially receive, we reserve the right 
to close the application round early.  Please find attached the application form which 
provides full information and for your ease I have bullet pointed the application criteria below 
so that you can ascertain at a glance whether this is a grant you’d be interested to apply for 
below.  If you wish to apply or would like to recommend an organisation who could benefit 
then please let me know on return, alternatively call me on 07468 691308 should you have 
any questions. 
 
Funding criteria:   

 Initiatives responding to localised food poverty and food insecurity, e.g. community 
led food aid, food supplies and distribution.  

 Initiatives that remotely connect people and groups through good food cooking, 
growing or connections. 

 Equipment costs for community led responses (e.g. digital support, packaging, 
refrigeration, cooking, PPE requirements)  

 Transport costs, e.g. of food supplies, petrol, volunteer costs.   
 Initiatives responding to reducing experience of social isolation and loneliness 

through good food-based activity (e.g. digital equipment and training, virtual activities, 
a chance to chat on a doorstep). 

 Growing food, initiatives that respond to community needs to cook, grow and connect 
through good food, (e.g. doorstep food deliveries or community collection of seed & 
soil to grow, digital growing support). 

 
Application open:            Monday 20th April 2020 (Today) 
Closing date:                    Tuesday 28th April 2020 @ 5.30pm 
Successful grants paid:   Thursday 7th May 2020. 
 

Check out our new Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/1348769185511688  

  

 

Arts & Business NI Seed Fund 
Arts & Business NI has released a second Seed Fund, providing awards of between £500 - 
£1,000 this time to support the development of creative products to entertain families during 
COVID-19. Applications are open to all arts organisations and individual practitioners. 
Application deadline: 5pm, Friday 24 April 2020. 
https://www.artsandbusinessni.org.uk/news/2020/april/remote-family-engagement-fund-
launched-by-arts-business-
ni?utm_source=NewZapp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=06_April_2020  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1348769185511688
https://www.artsandbusinessni.org.uk/news/2020/april/remote-family-engagement-fund-launched-by-arts-business-ni?utm_source=NewZapp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=06_April_2020
https://www.artsandbusinessni.org.uk/news/2020/april/remote-family-engagement-fund-launched-by-arts-business-ni?utm_source=NewZapp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=06_April_2020
https://www.artsandbusinessni.org.uk/news/2020/april/remote-family-engagement-fund-launched-by-arts-business-ni?utm_source=NewZapp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=06_April_2020
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Community Foundation NI’s (CFNI) Coronavirus Community Fund                              
 
Community Foundation broadens criteria for Coronavirus Community Fund and 
DAERA Minister, Edwin Poots MLA announces £200,000 towards the ‘Coronavirus 
Community Fund’. 
Adapting to what we’ve been hearing from groups on the ground, other funders in NI and the 
changing daily challenges presented by Covid19, the Community Foundation will now 
broaden the focus of the Coronavirus Community Fund.   
 
We want to support community groups working together; particularly in smaller geographical 
communities.  We will therefore encourage a partnership approach, and one application from 
one lead organisation, rather than a number of separate applications. Groups working with 
people of all ages and at increased risk as a result of the virus, particularly in relation to poor 
mental health and wellbeing and vulnerable isolated people, particularly in rural areas will 
now be eligible to apply for funding. The fund will also continue to support older people and 
will seek applications for funding of between £1,000 and £10,000.  
For organisations providing small scale emergency support, funding of between £1,000 to 
£2,500 will be available which organisations  supporting need on a longer-term basis, and/or 
who are significantly enhancing their services at this time, can apply for grants of up to 
£10,000. 
 
Who can apply: Constituted organisations based in Northern Ireland.  We want to support 
community groups working together; particularly in smaller geographical communities.  We 
will therefore encourage a partnership approach, and one application from one lead 
organisation, rather than a number of separate applications. 
Criteria: The fund will be open to constituted community organisations throughout Northern 
Ireland. 
 
The current focus is to support groups and organisations working with the following 
communities and issues and that are affected by coronavirus: 
  Older people (aged over 50)  

 Those at increased risk, particularly in relation to poor mental health and wellbeing    
 Vulnerable isolated people and families, particularly those living in rural areas, 

families where a parent/ both parents have lost their employment or where children 
are living in poverty 

 Children and young people’s projects, particularly focusing on the voice of young 
people and connecting through creative mediums 

 
With grant sizes of between £1,000 to £10,000, it is the expectation that this funding will 
support organisations to continue to provide services over the next twelve months enabling 
both short and longer term impact.   
 
The Foundation will prioritise: 

 Initiatives that directly support those most at risk as a result of the threat of 
coronavirus, and clearly evidence the need for support 

 Organisations with income levels of below £500,000 per annum 
 Running costs for organisations to provide such support, including volunteer 

expenses, staff costs, and transport; providing the organisation is focusing their 
attention on providing support to both existing, and any potential new beneficiaries  

 Small capital costs are eligible, providing the capital item will address the priorities of 
the fund, and is linked to keeping the older person connected to the outside world. 
 
 
 

https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/coronavirus-community-fund/  

https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/coronavirus-community-fund/
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Sport NI – Sports Hardship Fund  
 
In partnership with the Department for Communities, our Sports Hardship Fund aims to 
deliver immediate funding to those most in need. It’s specifically targeted at sports clubs, 
and other organisations delivering sporting activities, who are experiencing immediate 
financial hardship. 

We are aware that there are a number of other larger funding sources available and we 
would encourage you to check those sources before applying to the Sports Hardship Fund, 
as in many cases they may have larger grants available that may be of more value to your 
organisation. We recognise that demand for these grants may outstrip supply and we want 
to assure you that we are doing everything we can to secure additional resources and 
continue to support the sporting sector. 

The types of organisations eligible include Governing Bodies of Sport, local sports clubs 
forced to close at short notice but who are facing ongoing costs around rent or lease costs, 
sports facility maintenance and utility bills; community and voluntary sector organisations 
and charities who deliver or enable sport and/or physical recreation. 

Who we can support - Any organisation delivering sport and physical recreation can apply 
to our fund if experiencing short term financial hardship. These organisations include: 

 National Governing Body of Sport (based in NI) 
 Constituted local sports clubs affiliated to a Governing Body of Sport recognised by Sport NI 
 Community & Voluntary sector organisations that deliver or enable sport and/or physical 

recreation 
 Small charitable trusts that do not qualify for financial help elsewhere 

What we’ll fund - The fund has been developed to help sport and physical recreation 
organisations meet their obligations, in particular fixed costs, which are no longer supported 
with revenue as a result of coronavirus. This might cover expenditure on: 

 Rent/Lease 
 Utility costs 
 Essential ground maintenance 
 Insurances 

How much we’ll fund - Each successful applicant will receive £2,000 for costs incurred 
from 1st April 2020.   

Where to apply Please click the links below to read the programme guidance note and to 
begin an online application for the financial support fund. 

Sports Hardship Fund Application 

Sports Hardship Fund Information & Guidance booklet 

Help and Advice - If you need help or if you have any questions please contact: 

Email: sportshardshipfund@sportni.net    

Telephone: Angharad Bunt 078 1018 3023 Conleth Donnelly 079 6724 0549 

For further information on how your information will be used by Sport NI, please click here 

https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_436?SA=SNA&FID=35092
https://www.grantrequest.com/SID_436?SA=SNA&FID=35092
http://www.sportni.net/sportni/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Sport-Northern-Ireland-Sports-Hardship-Fund-Information-Guidance-FINAL.pdf
mailto:sportshardshipfund@sportni.net
http://www.sportni.net/sportni/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Sports-Hardship-Fund-Disclaimer.pdf
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Heritage Fund – Heritage Emergency Fund 
We are providing a package of support for the heritage sector as a response to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis.  The Heritage Emergency Fund is short-term funding to 
support the immediate actions needed to stabilise operations and manage unforeseen risks.  
You can apply to us for a grant between £3,000 and £50,000 to cover unavoidable costs you 
will otherwise be unable to meet for up to four months. You should only apply to us for 
essential costs. 
 
This includes increased advice and support, longer-term skills and capacity building 
initiatives, and a £50 million Heritage Emergency Fund to provide emergency funding for 
those most in need. 
 
We are also currently developing longer-term support and more information on this will be 
available soon. 
 
The Heritage Emergency Fund is accepting applications for funding from £3,000 to £50,000. 
The application form will be available from Wednesday 15 April and you will be able to 
apply until 30 June 2020. 
We expect high demand for this fund and will prioritise funding against the criteria list below. 
 
Who can apply? 
As a National Lottery distributor, we are prioritising urgent funding in the heritage sector.  We 
want to safeguard heritage sites and organisations we have previously invested in to ensure 
they are not lost to the public.  To apply for the Heritage Emergency Fund, you must be: 

 a not-for-profit organisation 

 a current or previous recipient of a grant directly from us 

 an owner, manager or representative of heritage, or be able to show you have 
delivered participatory heritage activity 

 
You must meet all three criteria above to apply for funding through the Heritage Emergency 
Fund. If you do not meet these criteria, you may be eligible for other support as we develop 
our longer-term strategic support or other initiatives. 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/heritage-emergency-
fund?utm_source=Trustees%20of%20the%20National%20Heritage%20Memorial%20Fund&
utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11468330_HEF%20Guidance%20-
%20April&utm_content=HEF%20guidance&dm_i=12AA,6TT0Q,1MZ5OZ,RCSQS,1  

 

 

 

 
Standard Life Foundation  
Standard Life Foundation are now offering grants of £5K to larger for COVID-19 related 
strategic work. 
They announced that they will be making funding available for work directly related to the 
pandemic, addressing specific challenges and helping to contribute to social change which 
tackles financial problems and improves living standards for those on low-to-middle incomes 
in the UK. 
More detail about their approach and the types of activities they will fund are outlined in 
more detail in the link below.  The next deadline for applications is 3 June 2020 at 1pm. 
https://www.standardlifefoundation.org.uk/  

 

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/heritage-emergency-fund?utm_source=Trustees%20of%20the%20National%20Heritage%20Memorial%20Fund&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11468330_HEF%20Guidance%20-%20April&utm_content=HEF%20guidance&dm_i=12AA,6TT0Q,1MZ5OZ,RCSQS,1
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/heritage-emergency-fund?utm_source=Trustees%20of%20the%20National%20Heritage%20Memorial%20Fund&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11468330_HEF%20Guidance%20-%20April&utm_content=HEF%20guidance&dm_i=12AA,6TT0Q,1MZ5OZ,RCSQS,1
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/heritage-emergency-fund?utm_source=Trustees%20of%20the%20National%20Heritage%20Memorial%20Fund&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11468330_HEF%20Guidance%20-%20April&utm_content=HEF%20guidance&dm_i=12AA,6TT0Q,1MZ5OZ,RCSQS,1
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/heritage-emergency-fund?utm_source=Trustees%20of%20the%20National%20Heritage%20Memorial%20Fund&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11468330_HEF%20Guidance%20-%20April&utm_content=HEF%20guidance&dm_i=12AA,6TT0Q,1MZ5OZ,RCSQS,1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.standardlifefoundation.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Sl_wewaL6o7zhMVEtZ-REmcaxUrxoZz7dZVWWdHbiOD4dtTt8N8kvP2k&h=AT0N-epCu_b9cF2FLw_lpxcAQZNS6ztZcxsnoUZiPwk23pdSWadLSlljoN4XqsHCKTH1BmLQ1wr726OSFHX_RoMyGjf0UjlfUgFnCSPn1w3soPQ-XT63FNNitbCKutU4lyrXbXFutbJOtqxZq9fifQGleD5NNGI-BHHL8LelTJsiqbiKH3JBJiZ_jg9kHSk57kJOsYRC7CQ7tOSnzqPLBZ5VQq6tf_qmwriDVM3_rseW2iOkYCn8Xc8icQin3u0EKe3VuQ58f6QC_0RIfz1Ue92S3zkdmo13RFbU8IE8L1zUL4qJFGM4jbHudvQU7MYEmb1dIyp_jYAhbzm027s8KCiQcV0IsYS3DCTu3nWcU6-WMEXKMbHBxKiVpwgzG0UNxNZ2hiS-Zf03-tB-2cgRXanxOL9dtX4lZYA5-DJoVcKM2f1POs4xc975LGXDURmWhdt6P1TfBn-jEZ5f9te7wm9sN_gTZqZvee322mGXIIVYOAjZl8bS_sYuNqU8FSaL9ivhFy_vv_tnzsrIZhoKtQJQk7b5AMHKMru_dFCjtx04J9Wiluka1_pxg1biyYIGtRPzAKmLkuqVGUml3fqSXVzRqsN2C4tLBdG_R8oswvIkkdYrg55oTf0sIdDwgqsWsM3l


7 
 

 

Comic Relief - No Child Goes Hungry  

Grants up to £2,500 available.  
This grant aims to contribute to community-based food provision responses that support 

local families with children under the age of 10 who may face food poverty as a result of 

school closures and/or loss of household income as a result of the COVID-19 virus.  Priority 

will be given to small, locally based and local run groups or organisations in areas of 

disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the needs of their community and are 

undertaking actions as a means of addressing these needs. 

https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/comic-relief-no-child-goes-hungry-community-

support-programme/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1  

 
 
Tesco - Bags of Help Covid-19 Communities Fund  
Applications will be welcomed from a wide range of organisations including: 
voluntary/community organisations, registered charities, schools, health bodies, Parish/Town 
councils, social enterprises, Community Interest Companies, community councils, local 
authorities and social housing organisations. Other not-for-profit organisations might also be 
eligible.  For further information and to apply: https://tescobagsofhelp.org.uk/grant-
schemes/tesco-cv-fund/  

 
 
Charities Aid Foundation – CAF   (PAUSED) 
Charity Organisations with a charitable purpose and charitable activities.  Grants of up to 
£10,000 will help charities deliver much needed support to communities.  This is intended as 
a rapid response fund and it aims to make payments to selected organisations within 14 
days.  We anticipate high numbers of applicants and unfortunately will not be able to offer a 
grant to all eligible applicants.  You can apply for unrestricted funding for core costs, staffing, 
volunteer costs, supplies and equipment, communications or other critical charitable areas:                                                                                                                                      
https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-coronavirus-emergency-fund 
 

 
Leathersellers Company Charitable Fund: Coronavirus Focussed Small Grants 
The Leathersellers’ Company Charitable Fund provide a wide range of funding to UK 
registered Charities, Educational Institutions and University Students.  In the light of the 
unprecedented challenges that now face small charities providing vital services to the most 
vulnerable members of our community, their small grants programme invite applications 
from UK registered charities which are currently supporting the homeless or those at risk of 
becoming homeless, provision of food and essential supplies, victims of domestic violence 
or nursing care to vulnerable patients.  Application deadline: 11th May 
https://leathersellers.co.uk/small-grants-programme 
 
 
The Prince's Countryside Fund: Rural Response Emergency Grants Programme 
The Prince’s Countryside Fund (“the Fund”) will fund organisations operating in England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland if they are providing emergency relief to vulnerable or 
isolated individuals or; providing support to farmers and farm businesses affected by the 
Coronavirus pandemic or assisting rural or farming communities to cope with the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  With thanks to Players of People’s Postcode Lottery, the Fund can 
award grants of up to £2,500.  Application deadline: Ongoing 
https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/downloads/grant-e-g-document/eligibility-and-
guidance-document-covid19-march-2020.pdf 

https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/comic-relief-no-child-goes-hungry-community-support-programme/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/comic-relief-no-child-goes-hungry-community-support-programme/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://tescobagsofhelp.org.uk/grant-schemes/tesco-cv-fund/
https://tescobagsofhelp.org.uk/grant-schemes/tesco-cv-fund/
https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-coronavirus-emergency-fund
https://leathersellers.co.uk/small-grants-programme
https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/downloads/grant-e-g-document/eligibility-and-guidance-document-covid19-march-2020.pdf
https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/downloads/grant-e-g-document/eligibility-and-guidance-document-covid19-march-2020.pdf
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Halifax Foundation for Northern Ireland - Small and Medium Grants Programmes 
Halifax Foundation has explicitly recommended groups to apply for small and medium grants 
during this time.  Any Covid-19 related applications designed to support the community at 
this time of crisis will be prioritised and turned around as quickly as possible. Includes 
funding for core costs.  
Small Community Grants (Up to £2,500/12 month grant/rolling programme)  
Medium Community Grants (£2,500 - £10,000/12 month grant/rolling programme) 
Application deadline: rolling https://www.halifaxfoundationni.org/programmes/community-
grant-programme 
 
 
 

Neighbourly Covid-19 Community Fund 
Micro grants are available for charities and community groups that are existing members of 
the “Neighbourly” CSR platform, to support good causes that are helping communities 
affected by the Coronavirus outbreak.  The funding is for activities that support members of 
the community who are suffering economically, socially or from ill health as a result of the 
Coronavirus outbreak.  (max. £400). 
Application deadline: none specified. 
https://www.neighbourly.com/NeighbourlyCommunityFund 
 
 
 

National Lottery Awards for All Northern Ireland (New COVID-19 restriction) 
A quick way to apply for smaller amounts of funding between £300 and £10,000.    
Suitable for voluntary or community organisations.  In a statement, CEO Dawn Austwick 
stated all the funding decisions they make for the next six months (up to £300m of National 
Lottery funding) will be devoted to addressing the current crisis.  This is restricted to: (a) 
Activities specifically geared to supporting communities through this crisis, and (b Helping 
organisations overcome any liquidity issues caused by COVID-19. 
Application deadline: Rolling.  
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/awards-for-all-northern-ireland  

 
 
 
Clothworkers Foundation: Emergency Capital Programme 
The Clothworkers’ Emergency Capital Programme (CECP) will award small capital grants of 
up to £5,000 for essential capital items to adapt or increase services in response to the 
novel coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. Priority will be given to organisations supporting 
vulnerable and ‘at risk’ groups within their programme areas during this period. 
They recognise the immediate need for capital items and aim to make quick decisions on 
applications. However, if they receive a large volume of applications it may take up to two 
weeks for a decision to reach you.  
They expect the criteria for this programme to evolve as their understanding of the needs of 
organisations supporting beneficiaries in their programme areas develops. 
Applications are only open to charities whose beneficiaries are not based in London 
They will award capital grants of up to £5,000 (but they will not award grants equal to more 
than 50% of your annual income) 
They aim to communicate a decision within one week (but it may take up to two weeks) 
Capital projects that are planned as part of your organisation's ordinary course of business 
are not eligible; for these you may wish to review the What We page for their Open Grants 
Programmes 
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/clothworkers-emergency-capital-
programme/ 

https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=a12a61f853&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=a12a61f853&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://www.halifaxfoundationni.org/programmes/community-grant-programme
https://www.halifaxfoundationni.org/programmes/community-grant-programme
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=29b181819b&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://www.neighbourly.com/NeighbourlyCommunityFund
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=3734b6ca58&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=3734b6ca58&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=a8e9418ba8&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=a8e9418ba8&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=7d54cd8879&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/awards-for-all-northern-ireland
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/what-we-fund/
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/what-we-fund/
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/clothworkers-emergency-capital-programme/
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/clothworkers-emergency-capital-programme/
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The Steel Charitable Trust 
The Trustees make discretionary grants where they believe that their contribution will make 
a real difference. Applications are welcome from eligible applicants from all areas of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 
Application deadline: 30th April 
https://steelcharitabletrust.org.uk/grants/ 
 
 

Other current Grants not specific to Covid-19 

The Wesleyan Foundation – Small Grants Programme 
Closing 23rd April 2020 
Grants available up to £2,000. 
The Fund is aimed at supporting groups who focus on: Education – enhancing learning, 
address positive social mobility, disadvantage and raising aspirations. Initiatives that develop 
skills and employment. Health – Projects that promote health and mental well-being, and 
create opportunities for inclusion. Social – Projects that provide local solutions to meet local 
needs, promote community cohesion and develop sustainable and supportive communities.  
To apply: https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-wesleyan-foundation-small-grants-
programme/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1  
 
 
 

The Telecommunity Fund Grant 

Grants available £500 - £2,000. 
The Telecommunity Fund was established with capital from BT, management and unions. It 
exists to support small, locally based grass roots community projects. Priorities include 
young people, older people or people with disabilities.  
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-telecommunity-fund-
grant/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1  
 
 
 

The Pressure Group Fund 

Grants available up to £1,000. 
Applications are invited for projects that can demonstrate how they are trying to address 
social injustice and what the impact of their work will be. In particular how they will 
encourage civic action, working with groups and individuals to get their voices heard by 
decision-makers.  
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-pressure-group-
fund/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1  

 

Live Here Love Here: Small Grants Scheme 
The Live Here Love Here Small Grants Scheme takes a fresh approach to improving our 
local environment and building a sense of pride in our local communities.  Grants are 
available from £500 to £5,000 and are open to volunteer and community groups, all school 
and third level education organisations, youth groups and sports clubs undertaking civic 
pride projects throughout Northern Ireland.  Application deadline: 1pm 18th May 

https://www.liveherelovehere.org/cgi-bin/generic?instanceID=30 

https://steelcharitabletrust.org.uk/grants/
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-wesleyan-foundation-small-grants-programme/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-wesleyan-foundation-small-grants-programme/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-telecommunity-fund-grant/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-telecommunity-fund-grant/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-pressure-group-fund/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://communityfoundationni.org/grants/the-pressure-group-fund/?dm_i=24PQ,6TAJK,QX3W1H,RA7N0,1
https://www.liveherelovehere.org/cgi-bin/generic?instanceID=30
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Covid-19 Business & Self Employed Schemes 
 

Coronavirus: Chancellor announces aid for charities 
Chancellor Rishi Sunak has announced a £750m package to keep struggling charities afloat 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 
The move follows concern that some charities are facing collapse, with income shrinking 
because of enforced shop closures.  Bigger charities such as Oxfam and Age UK have 
furloughed two-thirds of staff. 
The measures involve cash grants direct to charities providing key services during the crisis. 
As part of the scheme, £360m will be directly allocated by government departments to those 
charities.  Another £370m will go to small local charities, including those delivering food and 
essential medicines and providing financial advice.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-sets-out-extra-750-million-coronavirus-
funding-for-frontline-charities 
 

Invest NI COVID Small Business Grant 
A grant of £10,000 will be paid to small businesses that already pay reduced business rates 
because of Small Business Rate Relief (SBRR). SBRR is automatically applied to business 
properties with a rateable value below £15,000, though some exclusions apply: 
·  Find out more about Small Business Rate Relief 
·  Search the Valuation List to find the rateable value of a business property, also known as 
the Net Annual Value (NAV)  
Application deadline: none specified. 
 
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan 
The temporary Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme supports SMEs with access 
to loans, overdrafts, invoice finance and asset finance of up to £5 million and for up to 6 
years.  
The government will also make a Business Interruption Payment to cover the first 12 months 
of interest payments and any lender-levied fees, so smaller businesses will benefit from no 
upfront costs and lower initial repayments. 
Application deadline: none specified. 
 
Facebook Small Business Grants Program 
Facebook is offering $100m in cash grants and advertising credits for up to 30,000 small 
businesses that are facing disruptions due to the virus.             
Application deadline: none specified. 
 
Self-employment Income Support Scheme 
The Self-employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) will support self-employed 
individuals (including members of partnerships) whose income has been negatively 
impacted by COVID-19. The scheme will provide a grant to self-employed individuals or 
partnerships, worth 80% of their profits up to a cap of £2,500 per month. 
Application deadline: none specified. 
 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
Under the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, all UK employers with a PAYE scheme will 
be able to access support to continue paying part of their employees’ salary for those that 
would otherwise have been laid off during this crisis.  
This applies to employees who have been asked to stop working, but who are being kept on 
the pay roll, otherwise described as ‘furloughed workers’. HMRC will reimburse 80% of their 
wages, up to £2,500 per month. This is to safeguard workers from being made redundant.   
Application deadline: none specified (expected to open end of April 2020). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-sets-out-extra-750-million-coronavirus-funding-for-frontline-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-sets-out-extra-750-million-coronavirus-funding-for-frontline-charities
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=c1195773da&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=c1195773da&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=23fc6ca522&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=34a18a740b&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=dce90afb05&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=04be166671&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=d0df5319f9&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=5a0deb79fc&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=5a0deb79fc&e=fdaf9ff1cd
https://sported.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f161882f633dd3fae6d4dd169&id=e3fdce8530&e=fdaf9ff1cd
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Coronavirus Business Support 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): This page helps businesses find out how to access the support that has 

been made available, who is eligible, when the schemes open and how to apply.  

Support scheme  Support organisation  

£25,000 Grant for Hospitality, Tourism and Retail Sector Ratepayers | NI 

only  

£25,000 grant for Northern Ireland companies in the retail, tourism and 

hospitality sectors with a rateable value between £15,001 and £51,000. 

Department for the Economy 

(DfE), Land & Property 

Services (LPS)  

£10,000 Small Business Support Grant Scheme | NI only  

£10,000 grant available to Northern Ireland businesses eligible for the 

Small Business Rate Relief Scheme and businesses with a rateable 

value below £15,000 who currently benefit from Industrial Derating. 

Department for the Economy 

(DfE), Land & Property 

Services (LPS)  

Sports Hardship Fund  

£2,000 small grant scheme for sports clubs and sporting organisations 

from the voluntary and community sector in Northern Ireland. 

Sport NI  

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme | UK-wide  

Government will cover 80 per cent of business staff wages, up to £2,500 

per employee per month. 

HMRC  

Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme | UK-wide  

Provides a government guarantee of 80% to enable banks to make loans 

of up to £25m to firms with an annual turnover of between £45m and 

£500m. 

British Business Bank  

Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme | UK-wide  

The temporary Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) 

will support small and medium-sized businesses with access to loans, 

overdrafts, invoice finance and asset finance of up to £5 million and for 

up to six years. 

British Business Bank  

Business Rates Holiday | NI only  

Three-month rates holiday for Northern Ireland non-domestic ratepayers 

(excluding public sector and utilities). 

Land & Property Services 

(LPS)  

Deferral of Self- Assessment Payment | UK-wide  

The Self- Assessment payment on account, that is ordinarily due to be 

paid to HMRC by 31 July 2020 may now be deferred until January 2021.  

HMRC  

https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus?order=title&sort=asc
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A325000-grant-hospitality-tourism-and-retail-sector-ratepayers-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A325000-grant-hospitality-tourism-and-retail-sector-ratepayers-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A325000-grant-hospitality-tourism-and-retail-sector-ratepayers-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A325000-grant-hospitality-tourism-and-retail-sector-ratepayers-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A310000-small-business-support-grant-scheme-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A310000-small-business-support-grant-scheme-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A310000-small-business-support-grant-scheme-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/%C2%A310000-small-business-support-grant-scheme-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/sports-hardship-fund
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/sports-hardship-fund
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/sports-hardship-fund
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-job-retention-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-job-retention-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-job-retention-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-large-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-large-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-large-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-large-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/business-rates-holiday-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/business-rates-holiday-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/business-rates-holiday-ni-only
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/deferral-self-assessment-payment-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/deferral-self-assessment-payment-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/deferral-self-assessment-payment-uk-wide
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Support scheme  Support organisation  

Support for Businesses Paying Tax| UK-wide  

All businesses and self-employed people in financial distress, and with 

outstanding tax liabilities, may be eligible to receive support with their 

tax affairs through HMRC’s Time To Pay service.   

HMRC  

Self-Employment Income Support Scheme (SEISS) | UK-wide  

Self-employed individuals or members of partnerships can claim a 

taxable grant worth 80% of your trading profits up to a maximum of 

£2,500 per month for 3 months. 

HMRC  

VAT Deferral | UK-wide  

The UK government will defer Valued Added Tax (VAT) payments due 

between 20 March 2020 and 30 June 2020. VAT refunds and reclaims will 

be paid by the government as normal. 

HMRC  

Statutory Sick Pay Rebate | UK-wide  

The UK government is to bring forward legislation to allow small and 

medium-sized businesses to reclaim Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) paid for 

staff sickness absence due to coronavirus.  

HMRC  

Covid-19 Corporate Financing Facility | UK-wide  

The new Covid-19 Corporate Financing Facility (CCFF) means that the 

Bank of England will buy short-term debt from larger companies.  

Bank of England  

 

https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/coronavirus?order=title&sort=asc
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/support-businesses-paying-tax-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/support-businesses-paying-tax-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/support-businesses-paying-tax-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/support-businesses-paying-tax-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/self-employment-income-support-scheme-seiss-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/vat-deferral-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/vat-deferral-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/vat-deferral-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/vat-deferral-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/statutory-sick-pay-rebate-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/statutory-sick-pay-rebate-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/statutory-sick-pay-rebate-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/statutory-sick-pay-rebate-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/covid-19-corporate-financing-facility-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/covid-19-corporate-financing-facility-uk-wide
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/business-support/covid-19-corporate-financing-facility-uk-wide

