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Rural Micro Capital Grants Programme- FINAL   REMINDER 

 

We are nearing the end of February and by now all your group Capital items should 
be purchased.  This is to allow the month of March for payments to be made 
through your bank accounts and show on your bank statement (s).        
 
The absolute deadline for submission of your claim is 29

th
 March 2019.  

 

A final reminder :  if your claim is not fully complete as per application Guidance, 
Claim and End of Project documentation, your application will NOT be processed 
and you will NOT be paid for your purchase. We are not able to process partially re-
turned claims or claims with missing required information. 

 

Any withdrawals from the programme should also be notified to us immediately as 
DAERA are keen to finalise their budget for this year.  
 
If you have any queries in relation to your purchase or claims process please con-
tact us Tuesday to Thursday 10.00 am to 4pm and we will endeavour to assist. 

 

Looking forward to receiving your claim. 

CWSAN Members Forthcoming workshops: 

Fundraising Advice:This workshop will consider a range of fundraising/funding advice issues including discussion 

on:  

·         Identifying and researching sources of funding 
·         Helping low capacity organisations with applications 
·         Dealing with funders 

 
.  Thursday 21st March in Magherafelt@7.30pm. Tel: 028 79301606 or 028 87738845 for further details.  



.  

Environment  

 

 

 

 

Your community needs your help! 
 

Large amounts of litter are a common thing to see in our day to day lives. This is a 

huge problem that comes with a variety of negative effects. For residents, litter reduc-

es the pride they have for living in their area, community spirit suffers resulting in their 

health and wellbeing to suffer also. Large amounts of litter will attract unwanted visi-

tors such as rats, causing a health hazard to the locals. Litter is not only a problem for 

residents however, wild animals and domestic pets are also at risk of injuring them-

selves on items of litter that they may stumble across.  

So what can you do to help? 

We all calling out to all community groups to get involved in a huge clean up and tack-

le this problem head on.  

What better way to do so than getting the whole community working together. 

The Big Spring Clean, as part of the Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful programme is a 

volunteering opportunity delivered through Live Here Love Here. 

Taking part in a clean-up gives locals the opportunity to remove all unsightly litter in 

their environment as well as delivering an anti-litter message that will hopefully help to 

keep our communities clean in the future.  This can also be a useful action for main-

taining/working towards Eco-School status. 

We as a community must work to make our areas a clean environment for ourselves, 

our children and our pets! 

How to get involved 

Mid Ulster District Council would like to help facilitate this in your school and local 

community. 

 



We can provide litter pickers on loan, bin liners and clear plastic bags for the sorting 

of recyclable items. Bags can then be collected by the council.  

To book litter pickers, request bags and to arrange a collection please email me by 

22nd March:  shane.mckernan@midulstercouncil.org   

 

Your school can also register your clean-up at www.liveherelovehere.org and will re-

ceive a free kit from Live Here Love Here.   

The kit includes: 

- Branded hi vis vest 

- Pair of gloves 

- Hints and tips safety booklet 

- Poster 

- Branded litter bags 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Kind regards 

Shane McKernan 
Environmental Services Student 

Litter  Pick  Saturday 6th April 

At Drumcairne Forest , 2 mile outside 

Stewartstown. 

 

Organised by   

Stewartstown  Community Group  &  

Stewartstown Activity Group  

 

Commencing at 10.30 to  1 pm. 

Please wear comfortable footwear 

and clothing. 

Everyone welcome to assist and  remove  

litter throughout our local forest. 

 

Register with jennifer@cwsan.org  



 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING  DATES  

Irish Youth Foundation 

Supports those working with disadvantaged children in Ireland. For many years IYF has been particu-

larly interested in supporting after school and homework clubs and youth empowerment programmes.  

Their new  THE NEXT STEP Programme supports young people moving to second-level education. 

Closing date 22nd March 2019 

Email: info@iyfie   

 

Comic Relief: Tech for Good 

 

The Tech for Good programme was developed in response to the emerging need for charities in the Uk 

to use technology to explore approaches to delivering better services. The current round will fund u to 

13 digital projects with grants of up to £48,000 over a period of 9 months. 

 

Closing date 12 noon 25 March 2019 



 

 

CURRENT     FUNDING     UPDATES  

Mid ulster council grants closing deadline is Friday 15th March @ 3pm  

 

THE TESCO CENTENARY FUND 

Offers a unique opportunity to benefit communities in Northern Ireland.  
Projects must provide a significant benefit to communities across Northern 
Ireland.   Community charity Groundwork is working in partnership with 
Tesco to deliver the Centenary Fund.  Find out more about how your organi-
sation could apply for a share of £100,000 from this years Tesco Centenary 
Fund in Northern Ireland.   

Contact Groundworks, Belfast. 

 

HEDLEY FOUNDATION 

Supports small to medium sized charities which work with young people.  
Most grants are of capital or one-off nature, but the Trustees sometimes 
agree to help fund the introduction of new and innovative projects with a se-
ries of up to 3 annual grants.  Few grants exceed £5,000 and most go to 
charities where they can make an impact. 

Email: ljanes@hedleyfoundation.org.uk: 

 

DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES (DfC): Historic Environment Fund 

The Historic Environment Division is part of the Department for Communi-
ties and it’s aim is to ’support and sustain vibrant communities and a strong 
economy through realising the significant, ongoing value of our historic en-
vironment.’    The Department  seeks to support works and activity aimed at: 
conserving heritage assets and increasing our knowledge and public aware-
ness of the historic environment. 

Website: nibusinessinfo.co.uk 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

TAKING THE INITIATIVE CONFERENCE – 10
TH

 JANUARY 2019 

 

Mental health parity with physical health essential - AMH CEO tells conference 
 

A mental health symposium has been told that mental health service provision and funding in 

Northern Ireland must be given the same importance as physical health here and that developing 

the resilience of our future generations is a key to improving the mental health of our population 

 

Speaking at the ‘Taking The Initiative’ event in Mossley Mill, David Babington, Chief Executive of 

Action Mental Health (AMH), told delegates how government and public recognition of good mental 

health is essential for all, not least our children and young people. 

 

“Mental health is a vital asset to us all as a society,” he said. 

 

“Our health, wealth, stability and future are dependent on it. There is no question that in 2019 we 

face seemingly insurmountable political hurdles. However, AMH is as focused as ever on making 

the case for mental health  to be recognised and for it to achieve parity with physical health.” 

 

Guests and speakers at the event included mental health expert, Professor Siobhan O’Neill, NI 

Children’s Commissioner, Koula Yiasoumma, and Nexus NI Operations Director, Helena Bracken. 

 

Mr Babington urged those in attendance to use their collective influence, knowledge and remit to 

help ensure the importance of mental health remains a key consideration for decision makers and 

funders. 

 

“I would implore all of you to do what you can to keep mental health on the agenda - we owe it to 

our communities and future generations,” he said. 

 

Mr Babington was speaking as Action Mental Health showcased the impacts and successes of its 

Northern Area Mental Health Initiative before it draws to close this March. 

 

He continued: “Since it began in April 2017, The Initiative has had a positive impact on over 12,000 

young people and their parents, carers and supporters and is well on track to reach 16,000 benefi-

ciaries by the end of this March.  

 

“For some, positive outcomes include improving their understanding of the importance of good 

mental health and learning skills to improve their well-being and resilience while others will have 

benefited from greater knowledge surrounding online safety, the danger signs of grooming, bullying 

and exploitation. 



 

 

““The Initiative has demonstrated what can be achieved and I hope in the future it, and 

similar interventions, can be delivered on a sustainable regional basis, preventing issues 

arising in the first place and stopping life long and life shortening conditions developing.  

 

“Our thanks are extended to The Executive Office for their backing and support through-

out the lifetime of The Initiative. It is vivid proof of the benefits of stable government and 

the support of The Executive.” 

 

Dr Mark Browne – Director of Strategic Policy, Equality & Good Relations in the Executive 

Office said: “Investment of £950,000 was allocated to this project by the Social Invest-

ment Fund to help the Northern Area Mental Health Initiative fulfil its mission to pro-

mote positive mental health by providing a range of mental health and wellbeing sup-

port services for 8 to 25 year olds.  Events like today are vital to hear about the positive 

impacts this project has had to date and to share good practices that will inform future 

mental health programmes”. 

 

The innovative mental health, resilience and well-being project was established in 2017 

and was funded the Northern Ireland Executive’s Social Investment Fund (SIF) under the 

Delivering Social Change framework. 

 

Further information can be found at www.northernareamhi.org.uk 

http://www.northernareamhi.org.uk


 

 

BASIC FINANCE TRAINING  for small  charities 
 

 

Was hosted in the Crieve Centre in partnership with CWSAN on 

Wednesday 13th February and delivered by NICVA. 

 

Over twenty groups participated in the training and found it very 

beneficial covering basic financial structures required in every 

organisation or group whether small or large.    Topics dis-

cussed consisted  of  monitoring returns to the Charities Com-

mission,  budgeting, auditing of accounts,  financial policies 

and procedures.  The layout of bank reconciliations, budgets, 

income and expenditure, and balance sheet.    

 

The financial requirements required by funders was also  

addressed.   Groups were able to ask questions and completed 

worksheets on financial procedures. 

 

Currently a large number of community groups have failed in 

completing their monitoring returns to the Charities  

Commission and we recommend they complete their Annual 

Monitoring Return complying with guidance on their website. 

 

  



To complete your annual Monitoring  return online please  

Visit the guidance notes on the Charities Commission website 

www.charitycommissinni.org.uk 

It is important to have all your documents complete and ready to attach - 

 Charity Accounts 

 Trustee Annual Report 

 Audit Report or Independent Examiner’s Report. 



 

Peace IV Rural Communities Project  ……. 
 
 
 
 

Continues to engage with other groups from across 
Mid Ulster Council area. 
 
Current groups participating on the programme have  
benefited from the training and also in networking with 
other groups and funders.   
 
This project now has vacancies to  welcome another 8 
groups to participate on the programme.  As this is a rural 
programme all groups must be operating in a rural setting.  
 
Groups will be twinned with another group for a joint 
 project of interest where a small grant will be awarded.    
 
 
The Project Officer Jenny Hamilton is inviting single 
identity groups who are interested to contact her on  
028 87 738845 to discuss the programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CWSAN 

(Cookstown Western 
Shores Area Network)  

Stewartstown Office 

(028 87738845) 

Magherafelt Office 

(028 79301606) 

 Disclaimer:  “CWSAN cannot accept any responsibility for the accuracy of information or deadlines herein contained.  Articles do not nec-

essarily reflect the view of CWSAN”.  CWSAN is funded by the Department of Agriculture , Environment and Rural Affair’s Tackling Rural 

Poverty and Social Isolation Programme and Mid Ulster District Council.  

CWSAN staff offer support and assistance with Charities Commission NI registration 
and Annual Reporting.  Contact Stewartstown office on 02887738845 or Magherafelt 
office on 02879301606 

 

 

CWSAN   OFFICES   WILL BE  

CLOSED  FOR  EASTER HOLIDAYS  

DURING  

 

Good Friday 19th April to  

Monday 29th April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DOES YOUR GROUP NEED HELP 

OR ASSISTANCE? 

We offer support with governance, commit-

tee skills, funding, charity commission reg-

istration and reporting. 

You can come to us or we can go to your 

group. 

Contact:  

 Gerry on  02879301606  for further  

details. 


